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In Praise Of 

POLYANTHAS 

As we settle into the 21st Century, gardens are growing smaller.  Free time 
is under siege, and many of the true Old Roses are simply too big for the average 
suburban garden.  No matter how great their virtues, a significant number of to-
day s gardeners can t afford the space for really big roses.  To make things worse, 
even a modern Miniature may grow to be a six-footer in California.   

One good solution to this dilemma may lie in a group of older modern 
roses, ignored through much of the 20th-Century:  The POLYANTHAS. 

Purple!  Beautiful!  
Raymond Privat

 

Polyantha, 1935, Privat 
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     The first two Polyanthas, Pacquerette and 
Mignonette (Int. in 1875 and 1880) were created in 

France by Guillot, fils.  The website of the modern 
Roseraie Guillot tells their story:  

One moonless night in 1865, an individual 
called Fortune introduced into France - it is 
not known from where - a Multiflora rose. 
From hand to hand, under the cloak, the 
pink rose arrived in Lyon where it was soon 
to be found in 1870 chez Guillot Fils. This 
Dr Frankenstein of beauty crossbred this 
species with a dwarf rose from China, and 
in 1875 obtained Paquerette , the first Poly-
antha rose. From this stock a family of 
miniature shrubs, as generous as they are 
small, was created, flowering in profu sion 
from the spring until the first frosts.  

Small ever-blooming plants, covered with clustered blooms, these two roses 
set the pattern for the Polyantha, or Poly Pom class.  In the 131 years since their 
invention, Polyanthas, generally,  ain t got no respect.

 

Graham Stuart Thomas praised Poly Poms as unsurpassed for continuous 
color-giving coupled with short growth.  At the same time, he complains of their 
lack of fragrance, and stigmatizes them as having no soul.  Well  gardens were 
larger in Thomas s day, and servants to keep them up were affordable.  Perhaps 
the Polyantha has more to offer our generation than Thomas s. 

This article isn t intended to be a comprehensive guide to the Polyantha.  
(For that, look to Jim Delahanty s article in the upcoming American Rose Society 
Annual.)  Rather, we ll show you a few Polyanthas we know and love, in the hope 
that you ll be moved to explore the class more fully. 

    Light pink Jean Mermoz is a 
classic Polyantha.  Introduced by 
Chenault in 1937, it is a very 
low-growing, disease-resistant 
plant, bearing generous sprays of 
light pink rosettes.  Each bloom 
is no larger than a dime.   

Raymond Privat (Privat, 1935  
See Above Left, and Pg. 3) is an 
arching plant, of a bit more sub-
stance and size.  It blooms in 
large sprays of many blooms.  
Blooms fade as they age, from a 
rich deep purple to a range of 
softer shades, creating the effect 

Jean Mermoz,  
(Polyantha, Int. 1937) 

Raymond Privat

 

In A Lighter Mood  
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of bunches of  Concord grapes.   

    Sometimes sold as Baby Fau-
rax, (1924, Lille) I think   
Raymond Privat is a better 

choice for Southern California 
gardens than the stumpy, upright 

Baby.  Raymond tolerates my 
alkaline conditions , and has good 
resistance to mildew and rust   
areas in which the Baby fell short. 

The Poly-Teas

 

    For a little more height, con-
sider the graceful Poly-Teas.       

Though it s not an official clas-
sification, the term serves to dis-

tinguish the low-growing, small-bloomed, usually scent-
less, classic Polyantha from the taller, often-fragrant 
products of Polyantha/Tea Rose crosses.   

    Excellent roses for Southern California gardens, 
Poly-Teas are often fragrant.  With a gracefully up-

right habit, and continuous bloom, the Poly Tea offers 
all the soul a gardener could ask for.  And, 
though few in number, these slightly taller Polyan-
thas offer much.  A well-grown Poly-Tea can 
provide a central focus for a small garden.   

    First (and best-known) among the Poly-Teas is 
Mlle. Cécile Brünner' (Joseph Pernet-Ducher, 

1881).  The original Sweetheart Rose, it is found 
in many old cemeteries, where it was commonly 
planted in memory of infants and young children.  
Your grandmother may have called this rose  

Cecil Brooner, (mine did)  but it was named to 
honor a young girl, not a fella.  So, please, say: Say-SEEL.

 

    You may know the Mlle. best in her massive Climbing form.  In its origi-
nal bush form, however, she is a moderately-sized, upright, fragrant, continuous-
blooming, disease-free delight.  Given enough years, and with minimal pruning, it 
can achieve seven or eight feet of healthy, twiggy growth.  In the average garden, 
four or five feet is more likely. 

    Other Poly Teas include :  
Perle d Or  (Rambaux, 1884)  blooms in large sprays of soft apricot pom-

poms.  The sweetly fragrant petals have a particularly beautiful silken texture.  

Lady Ann Kidwell (Krebs, 1948).  Bred from Mlle. Cécile Brünner,'  this 

Mlle. Cécile Brünner'  

Perle d Or   

Mlle. Cécile Brünner'  
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beauty has much the same character, producing loose, open sprays and single 
blooms with sidebuds.  This is not a rose-judges rose.  Its sprays are loose, and 
blooms nod in inconvenient directions.  In the garden, though, it is a lovely, con-
tinuous-blooming, disease-free plant.  Its color sets it apart.  The long elegant buds 
open to loose, ribbon-like, quilled blooms of a rich fuchsia shade.   

From the same hybridizer, consider the closely-related Pasadena Tourna-
ment , [Krebs, 1942] and Red Sweetheart [Krebs, 1944].   

Unrelated, though also of Poly-Tea type, is lovely, lively, very fragrant  
Léonie Lamesch (Lambert, 1899)  the cover girl for this issue of Gold 
Coast Rose.   

Development of the Polyantha class ceased with the rise of its more substan-
tial descendants:  the Floribundas.  Though considered to be a relatively small class 
of roses, there are a substantial number of Polyanthas in commerce.  They offer a 
wide range of colors and habits.   

A few new Polyanthas have appeared in recent years.  We like Ralph 
Moore s Polly Sunshine, (1999).  Growing no more than two feet high, it pro-
duces a continuous parade of unfading yellow rosette-shaped blooms.  Flowers 
stand out like starbursts against disease-free dark green foliage.  We hear that some 
new Polyanthas are being bred, and hope to see more of them available soon. 

Lady Ann Kidwell

 

  Continued on Page 8 
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International Herald Tribune

 

Classed as a Floribunda, this small, Fragrant, 
Disease-Free Beauty Is Much In The Polyantha 

Style.  (Jack Harkness, i984). 

LEFT:  Ivory-White 
Yvonne Rabier  

(Turbat, 1910, R. wichuraiana 
× Un-named Seedling.   

An Excellent Polyantha For 
Rose Shows  

RIGHT:   Unfading  
Bright Yellow  

Polly Sunshine  
(R. Moore, 1999) 

Few sprays, But A Disease-
Free Winner In The Garden 

Excellenz von Schubert   

(Lambert, 1909)  Introduced as a 
Lambertiana, Officially Classed 
As A Polyantha  Vintage Gar-

dens Places It In The Hybrid 
Musk Family.  A Fragrant, Dis-

ease-Resistant Climber 
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The Tartas Family, Un-Masked 

POLYANTHAS, Continued  

Are there Polyanthas in your garden?   
The rose-ordering season is upon us, and 
some of our favorite mail order vendors 
offer a good selection of Polyanthas.  
One or two of these versatile roses would 
make a wonderful early Christmas gift 
for a valued friend  or for yourself.  

  JMJ 9-2006 

 

Orléans Rose

 

(Levavasseur, 1909) 

One of the hardest-working Tea Roses in my garden is the rose I bought as 
Mme. de Tartas.   

I bought it in the first place because it was the listed parent of Mlle. Cécile 
Brünner.'    I theorized that it should then have a good chance of being both dis-
ease-free and a heavy bloomer.  As it turned out, I was right  and wrong.   

Général Tartas  
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I learned almost immediately that my Mme. de Tartas was in fact NOT 
Mme. de Tartas.   

Vintage Gardens study-listed it as Huntington Mme. de Tartas,

 
acknowl-

edging its attribution from that garden. By that time, however, I had also learned 
through observation that the faux Madame was also vigorous, disease-free, and 
continuous-blooming.  Though my rose was NOT the parent of Mlle. Cécile Brün-
ner,' it offered all the good qualities for which I d purchased it. 

For the sake of convenience, I continued to think of it as Mme. de Tartas.  
This past spring, Vintage Gardens debuted its long-awaited updated rose cata-

log  a piece of reference material everyone should have at hand.  To my surprise, 
I noted an update to their information on my Madame . 

Turns out that Huntington Mme de Tartas is in fact Général 
Tartas : 

Plush-pink with deep rose pink, the guard petals rose red; these are 
large flowers, profusely produced on a strong bush.  Having grown 
this for many years and labeled it as it was identified at the Hunting-
ton, MME. DE TARTAS, we are now fairly certain that this is the correct 
name for this superb garden plant.  Both Tartas roses were from the 
same breeder, [Bernéde, France] released two years apart.  In Austra-
lia, this is grown as SOUVENIR D UN AMI, but there the real MME DE 

TARTAS we believe is correctly identified. 

A rose is a rose is a rose, of course.  And a 
good rose is a good rose, whether you know its 

true name or not.  Where the historic identity of 
a rose IS available, however, well, it s nice to know 
what it is.   

Addendum: 
We learned in Septemter that the genuine Ma-

dame is now in the United States  imported from 
the Fineschi Garden, in Italy.  When this young 
plant is sufficiently mature, material will be made 
available for propagation.  In a few years, you 
should be able to grow the General and his Lady 
side-by-side.                                 JMJ, Sept., 2006 

Mme. De Tartas

 

(Photo Courtesy M. Young) 

 

AH!  What woul d we be 
Wit hout t he r ose?

  

Anacreon, Ode 51 
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* Clio (Hybrid Perpetual, 1984, W. Paul, England)   

2007  
American Rose 
Society 

HANDBOOK 
FOR 
SELECTING 
ROSES

 
      For the first time I can recall, the cover 
               photo on this annual ARS publica   
                      tion is an Old Garden Rose.*     

                       The  presence of a Hybrid Per- 
                      petual on the cover of the Hand- 
                   book is perhaps symbolic of  some  
            interesting changes inside.  

               The  most noticeable difference be-          
tween this Handbook and previous edi- 

       tions is in the realm of most-highly-rated  
      roses.  In past years, the highest ratings have     

been awarded to modern, Exhibition-form  
  Hybrid Tea Roses and Miniature Roses.  In THIS      

               edition, the rose most-highly-rated is a  
NOISETTE!    

   Reve d Or, Noisette, Int. in 1869, is rated  

 

 at an astonishing 9.3!  

 

        To put things in perspective, we note that ratings of 9.3 to 10 should be 
given to roses considered to be One of the best roses ever, and scores in that 
range should be (and are) awarded sparingly.    

If that rating doesn t surprise you, I ll add that the second-place slot went to a 
Species rose:  Rosa banksiae banksiae ( White Lady Banks ).  That greatly-
loved, violet-scented, disease-free immigrant from China is rated at 9.2! ( Yellow 
Lady Banks 

 

R. banksiae lutea  slides in at a satisfying 9.1 rating.)  (Ratings 
of 8.8-9.2 are to be given only to outstanding roses, with major positive features 
and only minor negatives.) 

Other highly-rated Old Roses included Old Red Moss  9.1, and 
Marchesa Boccella  (HP, 1842)  9.0.  Among the Old Roses, 8.9 and 8.8 ratings 

are too numerous to list here! 

Among Floribundas and Polyanthas, the most-highly-rated cultivar was the 
1888 Polyantha, Marie Pavié, at 8.9. 

Iceberg came in at 8.5, while Perle d Or and the Bush and Climbing forms 
of Cécile Brunner

 

are in a dead heat at 8.4.  (Personally, I believe that Perle 
d Or and the original Bush form of Cécile Brunner  deserve a much higher rating 
than the rangy Climber, which can be an indifferent repeat-bloomer.)  

Jean Kenneally remains the most-highly-rated Miniature, at 9.1  a rating 
matched in Shrubs by the disease-free Dortmund .  It is matched at that rating by 
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Eddie s Crimson, a 1956 Hybrid Moyesii.  I am pleased to see that eleven Shrub 
Roses are rated at or above 8.9  among them the buxom, beautiful Sally 
Holmes.  

The BIG surprise is in the Hybrid Tea Rose category.  Here, Touch Of Class 
loses its long-time dominance.  It is now matched at 8.9 by Irish Elegance, an 
orange-blend SINGLE Hybrid Tea Rose, introduced in 1905.  (The 1925 HT 
Dainty Bess refuses to grow in my garden.  It received an 8.5.) 

One of the few Hybrid Tea roses to grow and bloom well in MY garden is 
Baronne Edmond de Rothschild, (Int. 1968).  Its a rating of 8.4 labels it as 
Very good to Excellent, and to be recommended without hesitation.  It will 

probably not win you Queen Of Show  but as garden roses go, we have found it 
to be superior. 

Delving further into the Handbook, I find that Old Blush is rated at 8.7.  
Very good!  Autumn Damask slides in at 8.2, but the flawless Maman Cochet 
rates only a 7.9, a number it shares with Rouletii.  The Old Rose wave is not uni-
versal, I see. 

What Does It All Mean? 
For years, I ve urged those who grow and know Old and Rare roses  to  par-

ticipate in the American Rose Society rose rating surveys.  (You don t have to be a 
member of ARS to do this.)  The list of roses to be rated is offered on the American 
Rose Society s web site.  The process is very easy. 

The ratings in this edition of the Handbook reflect GARDEN ratings col-
lected in the Roses In Review survey and also in the most recent Triennial Survey.   

Perhaps the numbers in this Handbook reflect an upturn in the numbers of Old 
Rose lovers and rose gardeners who took the time to record their experienced opin-
ions.  A good proportion of those rating roses must be located in the Western and 
Southern states, where Noisettes are at their best.  (Only one Gallica 

 

Complicata at 8.8 

 

appears in the list of Most Highly-Rated OGRs.) 

For those of us in mild-climate coastal Southern California, this 2007 edition 
is actually useful!  If you re not an ARS member, and so did not receive a copy, 
take the time to order one.   

The cost is minimal ($3.50) and the booklet is small enough to be handy for 
rose-shopping sprees.  Order from the American Rose Society at 8877 Jefferson 
Paige Rd., Shreveport, Louisiana 71119-8817;  Phone 318-938-5402 or Email to:  
ars@ars-hq.org  

Visit the ARS Web Site at:  http://www.ars.org/    
Along with the Handbook, you ll find a number of other ways to spend 

money.  See Sean McCann s new book on the Mini Flora, THE ROSE FOR TO-
DAY, and some terribly tempting gift items. 

http://www.ars.org/
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Pruning Demonstration 
Saturday, Jan. 6, 2007  

By Jim Delahanty  

For the last half dozen years the Gold Coast Heritage Roses Group  and the 
Ventura County Rose Society have mutually sponsored a demonstration on how 
to prune Old Garden Roses.   

This year the presentation will take place at the Stagecoach Inn Rose 
Garden, 51 South Ventu Park Road in Newbury Park on January 6, 2007 be-
ginning at 9:00 a.m.   

From its inception to the present, the number of people attending the dem-
onstration has ballooned from a mere half dozen to nearly 50 spectators.  Ample 
parking at the Stagecoach Inn is a decided asset in using the Rose Garden for 
demonstration purposes in such a community educational outreach program. 

Jeri and Clay Jennings, both Consulting Rosarians of the American Rose 
Society, and members of Gold Coast HRG will cover such varieties as Climbers, 
Noisettes, Hybrid Perpetuals and Bourbon Roses.   

Ingrid Wapelhorst, Gold Coast Member and Consulting Rosarian of the 
VCRS, will explain the principles of pruning traditional Tea Roses.   

Jim Delahanty, also a Gold Coast member and VCRS Consulting Rosarian, 
will present the introduction to pruning and start the demonstration with exam-
ples of China and Polyantha Roses. 

The demonstration is open to all interested persons.   

There is no fee, not even a suggested donation in connection with attending 
the OGR demonstration.  

One aspect of OGR pruning is that restraint in pruning is an essential.  In 
some of the Old Garden Roses (classified by the American Rose Society as those 
classes of roses in existence before 1867) pruning less is more.  Some classes 
of Old Garden Roses are meant to bloom continuously and store their energy 
in the canes and foliage rather than the roots; pruning them severely just de-
lays their development, says Jim Delahanty.   

As Roy Hennessey, Oregon iconoclast and plantsman once indicated you 
can do anything to a rose but grub it out of the ground and leave it on top and it 
will grow anyway.  With the benefit of this pruning demonstration, your roses 
may do even better. 

The backup rain date for the demonstration is the following Saturday 
morning, January 13th.  (For further information, contact Jeri Jennings: 

heritageroses@gmail.com 
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Fall Mini-Rustle Report 
By Anita Clevenger  

September 22 was a lovely day for rustling in Nevada City.  A lovely day in 
company with John Birsner, Pamela Stones, Liz Hall and Bill Harp.   

We spent the morning  in Pine Grove Cemetery, where we had found many 
roses during last June's rustle.   We took 
cuttings of several roses 

 

Mary V s 
Noisette , Cordtz HT , etc.  Pamela 
spotted two or three roses that we hadn't 
seen during the spring visit.  

    Revisiting the spot where Clay and I 
cut down a seedling oak which was over-
powering a little rose, we found that the 
rose had not only recovered quite a bit, it 
had a tiny pink flower! A short distance 
away, in the Guschetti plot, we had spot-
ted a single pink flower on a struggling 
HP.  Last June, the Guschetti HP ap-
peared to be too weak to give up cut-

tings. It had survived the summer, however, well 
enough that we thought there was material to take a 
couple of cuttings.  

    On a possible Maman Cochet  a single bloom 
was looking very, very pink.  The plant itself, we 
noticed, was very, very infected with crown gall.   
The two Alba Odoratas , and Mary s Noisette, 
looked healthy and full of bloom, much as they 

looked several months ago.   

    Liz took her usual wonderful notes, 
and we both took photos. John and I 
worked to clear tree seedlings and dead 
clutter out of some of the roses.  

    As we were getting ready to leave, a 
gentleman arrived, who told us that he 
helped care for the Masonic section of 
the cemetery.  This section, (about 10 
acres) is to the right as you enter from 
Red Dog Rd. The local Masons, we were 
told, won the area back after prolonged 
litigation. 

     This Masonic section includes Mary's 

Little Mary V s Noisette, Masonic Section,   
Pine Grove Cemetery, Nevada City, California  

(Anita Clevenger Photos) 
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big, beautiful Noisette, and some areas where 
many of the roses have been badly damaged 
by Roundup and/or other herbicides.  Lodge 
members, our informant said, come in every 
spring to clean up the area.  They have used 
granular herbicide (he said that he hadn't wit-
nessed them spraying Roundup).  He stated 
that Masons don't like any plants planted on 
graves because it makes them hard to main-
tain.  I tried to impress upon him the histori-
cal significance of the roses, but don't know 
that I convinced him.  I offered to come up to 
meet with his cleanup folks, to show them 
where the roses were, and to help take care of 
them. He told me that he was sure that he 
knew a rose when he saw one, and that it was-

n't necessary.    

    My earnest speech about the roses 
coming west with the pioneers to be 
planted in their new homes or on their 
graves, and how the cuttings were stuck 
in potatoes or kept damp, seemed to make 
a little dent in his attitude.  He offered to 
tell the crew to be careful around the 
roses.  That's something, but I'm not sure 
they'll recognize these roses, or take care 
around them.   

    It appeared to me that by far the worst 
Roundup/other herbicide damage in this 
Pine Grove cemetery is in this Masonic 
section. Any propagating we can do to 

preserve these roses is a good thing, because they may not last.  I plan to follow up 
with their lodge, and also with the Hooper and Weaver Mortuary who manages 
much of the rest of the cemetery.  Perhaps I can convince them that preserving 
these roses is a priority.   

After a lovely lunch at a spot Bill knew (Posh Nosh), we opted to visit four 
more cemeteries outside of town.   We stopped at Penn Valley Cemetery, Indian 
Springs Cemetery, Clear Creek Cemetery, and Loney/Sanford Ranch Cemetery.  
Only Clear Creek had old roses.  There, we found a large Manetti (is there any 
other kind?), a virused rose of Hybrid Perpetual type, and an Autumn Damask.   
One entire plot was filled with something that I thought was a Gallica (although it 
could also have been a Damask).  Its blossoms had been quite double, seemed to be 
fairly light-colored, set no hips, and had no moss. We didn't take any cuttings of it 
(we were getting tired by then).  I think that the best way to propagate this rose 

Pine Grove Cemetery Cochet

 

June, 2006  
(Jeri Jennings Photo) 
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would be to dig out a sucker or two. The soil right now is like a brick, so this 
should be done after the winter rains begin. The Hybrid Perpetual-type rose had 
also colonized like mad, and was growing outside of the plot surround.  Bill took a 
few cuttings of this rose, in the hopes that we could identify it.  (Later, we realized 
this rose was identical to one that Pamela found in Pine Grove.) 

All of these four cemeteries were under "perpetual care," with identical signs 
on the gates. Seeing those signs gave us a sinking feeling. The best place for roses 
in the Nevada City area continues to be the uncared-for parts of Pine Grove.  We 
hope its wide range of old roses continues to survive.     

My allergies had been much better out of Sacramento.  Driving back into our 
swirl of high wind, smoke, dust, car exhaust and pollen was enough to make me 
want to jump out of the car and run back up into the hills.  

Editor s Note:  Enough to make all of us want to run back up into the hills. 

Pine Grove Cemetery Cochet

 

September, 2006  

(Anita Clevenger Photo) 

PLEASE DO NOT REPRODUCE OR REPRINT WITHOUT EXPRESS WRITTEN PERMIS-
SION OF THE AUTHOR, ANITA CLEVENGER. 
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Ventura County Rose Society 
Announces Rose Auction  

By Jim Delahanty, Rose Auction Chair  

The 8th Annual VCRS Rose Auction is scheduled for January 27, 2007 at the 
Cowan Conference Center, 550 Airport Way in Camarillo at 1:00 p.m.  Returning 
for his 6th appearance as the Auctioneer is former District Director, Robert B. Mar-
tin, Jr.  In past auctions, Bob s efforts have raised over ten thousand dollars for the 
educational and operational activities of the Ventura County Rose Society.   One 
reason for this success in this endeavor is that he brings a store of knowledge gar-
nered in the course of hybridizing, writing, growing and exhibiting roses in nearly 
every class from Old Garden Roses to the latest Hybrid Teas.    

A new wrinkle this year is an auction of the naming rights to  a microminia-
ture sport of the miniature rose, Sequoia Ruby.   This diminutive plant  grows no 
more than five inches high, with half-inch pink single blooms in the midst of deep 
green foliage.  Both the blooms and the leaves of this cultivar are nearly perfect 
replicas of larger plants. 

The successful bidder for the naming rights will receive not only the right to 
select a name for this beautiful rose, but will also acquire several tiny rose bushes  
to distribute among friends or to create a showcase garden bed.  (Of course, the 
rose will be available for purchase after its the naming and registration .)   Naming 
rights are circumscribed to the extent that naming a rose after someone requires his 
or her permission; the name cannot exceed more than  four words, nor can the name 
be viewed as vulgar, obscene, or contrary to public policy. 

The October meeting will feature a final opportunity to photograph this rose 
so as to feature it in the Rose Catalog that is a traditional part of the auction.  These 
award-winning catalogs have been successful in promoting rose education in a 
unique and entertaining way.  So, any member wishing to participate in the auction 
can help   tremendously by bringing a camera to the October meeting on the 26th, 
and photographing this unnamed rose for the catalog. 

Entries to the contest for best picture of the unnamed entry must be submitted 
to Sue Munday in jpeg form by the 1st of December.  Sue s e-mail address is: 
smunday@earthlink.net 

Over 80 different cultivars have been collected so far for the auction, includ-
ing three dozen different polyanthas.  Among the unusual roses available at the 
auction are 

Alister Clark, a pink floribunda named after the famous Australian hybrid-
izer and never before available in the United States, and Denise Cassegrain, a 
white polyantha from France that has not been sold in the United States in over ten 
years.  The most unusual may be Kuroshinju, (Black Pearl), a Japanese black-red 
Hybrid Tea with classic circular and pyramidal form.  An unusual collection of  

Noisettes, Chinas, and Hybrid Musks, roses particularly suited to the southern Cali-
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fornia, area has also been amassed. 

A Silent Auction which will be held concurrently with the main auction.   

Members of the Rose Auction Committee include, Jim Delahanty, Chair; 
Dawn-Marie Johnson, Logistics Janet Sklar, publicity; Connie Estes, hospitality; 
Ingrid Wapelhorst, floor sales; Barbara Osterberg, rose s storage; Paddy Ruzella, 
rose storage; Sue Munday, catalog; Cindy Mastro, Silent Auction chair; and mem-
bers of the Ventura County Rose Society Board of Directors.  If you would like to 
participate in any capacity in this major fundraising effort, please get in touch with 
Chair Jim Delahanty   jjjzdelahanty@earthlink.com 

Past Errors 
Are Mended 
They ll Let Chinas 

Be Chinas  
All shall be well, 

and all shall be well, 
and all manner of thing 

shall be well.

  

  Dame Julian of Norwich,  14th-Century Mystic  

  At a meeting attended by members of the Heritage Rose Foundation, 
Heritage Roses Groups, and American Rose Society,  the ARS (as IRAR) an-
nounced the reversal of their 1999 decision which moved China Roses to the Hy-
brid China classification.  It s a relief to have the Stud Chinas put back where 
they belonged.  We send our compliments and thanks to the ladies and gentlemen 
of ARS s Board.  

The announcement, which took place as the HRF joined its 2006 Seminar to 
the ARS s Dallas, Texas, National Convention, means that the correct classifica-
tions of the China Roses are restored to the record in Modern Roses X, rather 
than the current Modern Roses XI.  The corrected classifications will continue in 
the upcoming Modern Roses XII.   

(Yes, save your money.  MRXII IS coming soon.) 

We re told that one more welcome correction will be announced this Fall.  
I m waiting for an announcement, to be published in the November issue of  The 
American Rose magazine. 

               

White Pearl In Red Dragon s 
Mouth

 

(Chi Long Han Zhu) 
Origin, China, Ancient 

  Auction, Cont. 
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News From Sequoia Nursery  
The good folks at Sequoia Nursery in Visalia, California, dropped us a line to 

remind us that a very special birthday is coming up.   

On January 14, 2007, Mr. Ralph Moore, proprietor 
of Sequoia Nursery, and the Father Of The Modern 
American Miniature Rose will celebrate his 100th 
birthday! 

As he approaches the Century mark, Mr. Moore has continued to work on the 
roses he loves.  Sequoia Nursery continues to offer a wide selection of his Minia-
tures, as well as his innovative big roses.  (I hear wonderful reports of one of his 
newest releases:  the glowing white Hybrid Bracteata, Out Of The Night. )  I 
probably need that rose, as I am particularly fond of the lemon-white Stardust, 
another small Ralph Moore Hybrid Bracteata, introduced in 2001. 

Star Dust

 

Visit the Sequoia Nursery Web Site at: 

www.sequoianursery.biz 
Or email Sequoia Nursery at: 

seqnursery@aol.com 
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NOV. 4th AT THE SAN JOSE 
HERITAGE ROSE GARDEN  

Join other volunteers on Saturday, November 4.  The task for the day is the 
planting of a large number of new roses.  Some are rare imports, some are Califor-
nia Found Roses.  It s an opportunity to be part of this very special place. 

The garden is located at Spring and Taylor Streets, San Jose, California, in 
Guadalupe Park.  To Reach The Garden from Northbound Highway 101, Take the 
off ramp to northbound Highway 280.  Take the off ramp to north Highway 87/
Guadalupe Parkway.  Take the off ramp to Taylor Street getting into the left lane to 
turn left onto Taylor.  Proceed west on Taylor.  The Garden is ahead on your 
left..  Park on either side of Taylor, or to use our off-street parking, turn left on 
Walnut and left on Seymour and follow it to the end. 

For further information, contact Mel Hulse at:  Mel@Hulse.name 

Gold Coast Member, Lois Ann Helgeson, with Guadalupe Volunteer

 

At The San Jose Heritage Rose Garden 



  

A low-growing rose with excellent resistance to mildew and rust, Sophie s 
Perpetual has the remontancy of a China Rose.  A fragrance that mixes Damask, 
and perhaps a bit of Anise, hints at a more complex pedigree  but we will proba-
bly never know who her ancestors really were.  Sophie s Perpetual is a Found 
rose. 

Infinitely changeable coloring is a hallmark of this intriguing rose.  Blooms 
open from Cherry-Red buds to display a cup of porcelain-pale petals surrounded 
by shades of red and cherry.   

Phillips and Rix tell us that similar roses grow today in China, where they 
found them in a temple garden.  The rose is thought to have existed in the West 
before 1928.   

Its verifiable history extends only to 1960, when British Rosarian Humphrey 
Brooke named it for his wife s grandmother, Sophie, Countess Bekendorf.  The 
wife of the last Czarist Ambassador to London, Countess Sophie established the 
famous gardens at Lime Kiln. 

Sophie s Perpetual seems to prefer a pot to a site in the ground.  This char-
acteristic, and modest proportions, make her a great candidate for a sunny patio.  
Available from numerous sources, notably Vintage Gardens. 
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Sophie s Perpetual

 
(China, Origin Unknown) 



  
Introducing 

The French Strumpet

  

    Officially registered with the American Rose Society in early October, here 
is The French Strumpet.

 

    Is her name a bit risqué? Yes!  
But her indiscriminate ancestry 
invites the tongue-in-cheek 
phrase.  This lovely Hybrid Gal-
lica is an open-pollinated seed-
ling found in the San Jose Heri-
tage Rose Garden.  It is a demon-
stration of the inspired hybridiz-
ing bees can perform, when sur-
rounded with thousands of roses 
of quality. 

    The evident offspring of an 
unknown Gallica Rose and one 
of the other 5,000 roses in the 
world-famous collection, The 
French Strumpet  blooms gener-
ously in the San Jose, California, 
spring.  She grows in a compact 
ball, less than four feet tall.  Most 
blooms are a solid pink; some are 
bi-colored medium-pink-and-
blush.     

Will it bloom for us in coastal Southern California?  We don t know  yet.  
We do know that it does not share the Gallica s weakness for mildew and rust, in 
our climate.  It is, in fact, somewhat unsettling to see such Gallica-like foliage re-
main so  clean here.   

The French Strumpet is not in commerce at this time, but a few plants have 
been distributed from the San Jose Heritage Rose Garden.  As more become avail-
able, we ll learn more about how the pretty French lady performs in the Southland. 
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A Change Of Winter Plans  
A January tradition of attending the Huntington Botanical Garden s 
Great Rosarians Of The Year events will be changed this year.  Your 

January calendar is free d up, as the GROTW event migrates from 
January to MARCH, 2007.  Watch for further information in our JANU-
ARY issue, or monitor the web site of the Huntington Botanical Garden. 



  

Polly Sunshine

  

Modern Polyantha, Ralph Moore, 1999 


